Alcohol and taste-mediated learning.
Taste-mediated learning is relevant to the alcohol consumption patterns of animals. This review concludes that taste aversion learning has thus far prevented development of an animal model of alcoholism. The presence of a taste cue, lack of control over alcohol administration, and high alcohol concentrations or dosages all facilitate the development of alcohol aversions. There is little evidence that taste preference learning is involved in the development of alcohol dependence. Data from taste-mediated learning research with animals are consistent with drinking patterns of human alcoholics.